SPIRITUAL   ORIENTATION
extraordinary bitterness Though, as the pages of Punch bear witness, no insult was too crude to hurl at the Pope, the principal fury of the Evangelicals was reserved for what they regarded as Romamzers within the Anglican fold, or Ritualists, as the High Churchmen now came to be called
" We know what Ritualism means ", cried a certain Reverend George Chute, " it means the defilement of your daughters, the seduction of your wives, and all the other evils that abound on the  Continent" Sometimes invective takes the form of poetry
" This wily, crafty Ritualist,
With cope and incense strong, This unctuous and bearded priest, With broidered vestments long
* Your wives and daughters soon will learn
On him their hopes to rest, And every feeling overturn Unless by him expressed "
Sometimes practices that are now part of ordinary ecclesiastical routine are singled out for special denunciation, as in the crusading appeal from which the following is an extract
" Let us now make a grand proposition To unite in a firm opposition,
To do all we can
To get rid of a man Who favours the Eastward position,9*
and ending on the heroic resolve
" Though we die in the field,
We never will yield, To this Ritualistic position "
The fact that issues of this sort could excite such passion in clerical minds is significant of the religious outlook of the mid-Victorian decades With the cessation of Tracts for the Tmes, a great and deceptive calm settled on the Church Never had she seemed